STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
COUNTY OF CARROLL, TOWN OF OSSIPEE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

MARCH 19, 2014
ABRIDGED 
On March 11, 2014, at the opening of the Town Elections, Moderator Meserve announced that due to the pending storm on Wednesday, March 12, 2014, the Town Meeting would be rescheduled until March 19, 2014 at 6:30 pm.
Moderator Meserve opened the Town Meeting at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. Next Moderator Meserve introduced Rev. Waugh whom gave the invocation. Moderator Meserve went over the Rules of Procedure for Town Meeting.
Moderator Meserve thanked the town offices, the highway department and the ballot clerks, for all the work they have done this week and last week. She announced newly elected officers were sworn in on Monday, March 17, at 5:30 pm. She then stated that everyone should have a copy of the voting guidelines, vote card and a Town report. If you do not have a voting card you will not be able to address this body or vote. If you find any errors or omissions please bring it to the attention of the Town Clerk Kellie Skehan.
Moderator Meserve asked if there were any non voters here tonight who wished to speak. The following people asked to speak.

Doug Sargent – Article #5 Water and Sewer Department.

Doris Sirois – Article #5 Freedom Food Pantry

James Eldridge – Article #5 Police Department

Mike Brownell – Article #20 Ambulance Contract

Carl Huddleston – Article #20 Ambulance Contract

Brad Harriman – Any article for highway and public works department

Ellen White – Any issues with the selectmen’s budget or any warrant articles

Barbara Loughman – Town Attorney any legal questions that might come up during this meeting

Jen Berkowitz – Article #5 School’s Out Program

Melissa Seaman – Carroll County Independent any question to clarify for the paper.

Moderator Meserve asked if there were any objections to these people speaking; seeing there was none she said they would be able to speak.

Moderator Meserve started with the introductions, Kellie Skehan –Town Clerk/Tax Collector, Frank Riley - Selectman, Richard Morgan – Selectman, Robert Freeman - Selectman, Ellen White – Town Administrator, Brad Harriman – Public Works Director and Barbara Loughman – Town’s Attorney. She then asked that Jim Fitzpatrick introduce the Budget Committee. Mr. Fitzpatrick started with David Babson, Marie McConnarty, Jane ter Kuile, Joe Goss, Tom Kondrat, Lynne Parker, and Matt Trahan.

Moderator Meserve went over the rules of the meeting.
Moderator Meserve then read the results of the Town Elections. Selectman for 3 years, Frank Riley; Moderator for 2 years  Katy Meserve; Cemetery Trustee for 3 years, Sam Martin; Cemetery Trustee for 2 years, Roy Barron; Library Trustee for 3 years, Joan O’Hara; Budget Committee Members for 3 years, Joe Goss and Martha Eldridge; Budget Committee Member for 2 years, Matthew Trahan; Supervisors of the Checklist for 6 years, Jane ter Kuile; Planning Board Members for 3 years, Ski Kwiatkowski and Bruce Parsons; Water/Sewer Commissioner for 3 years, Will Dewitte; Zoning Board of Adjustment Member for 3 years, Lynn Clarke and Dave Babson. For zoning articles #2, 3, and 4 all were voted yes. 

Moderator Meserve then went on to read the results of Governor Wentworth Regional School District. School board member from Brookfield for 3 years, James Manning; School Board Member from Wolfeboro for 3 years, Stacy Trites; School Board Member-at-large for 3 years, Charlene Seibel; and Moderator for 1 year, Randy Walker. All articles #2,3,4, and 5 all passed. 

The next election was to replace our Executive Councilor, and Joe Kenney won the election.
Moderator Meserve asked if anyone had any questions.

Joe Goss asked that we move Articles #19 and #20 to be discussed and voted on before Article #5.

Moderator Meserve asked the audience if they had any objections, being none we had a hand vote, which passed.

Moderator Meserve then read Article #19:

Article #19 To see if the Town will vote to approve the cost item included in the collective bargaining agreement reached between the Town and AFSCME Local #534 which calls for the following increases in salaries and benefits at the current staffing level:




Fiscal Year

Estimated Increase




2014


       $49,909.00




2015


       $60,365.00




2016


       $65,340.00

and further to raise and appropriate the sum of forty-nine thousand nine hundred nine dollars ($49,909.00) for the current fiscal year, such sum representing the additional costs attributable to the increase in salaries and benefits required by the new agreement over those that would be paid at current staffing levels in accordance with the most recent collective bargaining agreement. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)

MOVED AND SECONDED
DISCUSSED

PASSED AS READ
Moderator Meserve then read Article #20.

Article #20  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five hundred sixty-two thousand eight hundred twenty-two dollars ($562,822.00) for contracted ambulance service to be provided by CarePlus/North Conway Ambulance. One hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) of the amount to come from the Town’s unreserved fund balance (surplus), and the remainder of four hundred sixty-two thousand eight hundred twenty-two dollars ($462,822.00) is to come from general taxation. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 7-1) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

DISCUSSED

PASSED AS READ

Moderator Meserve then went on to general municipal operations budget, Article #5
Article #5  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the budget committee recommended sum of five million two hundred twenty-six thousand five hundred seventy dollars ($5,226,570.00) for general municipal operations.  (Recommended by the Budget Committee 7-1)  (Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3-0)  (Majority vote required)
	ACCOUNT NAME
	 2013 Budget 
	 2014 Selectmen 
	 2014 Budget Comm. 

	Conservation Agent
	 $                     300.00 
	 $                         400.00 
	 $                    400.00 

	Selectmen's Salary
	 $                16,364.00 
	 $                    16,364.00 
	 $                16,364.00 

	Town Clerk/Tax Collector
	 $              262,875.00 
	 $                   274,185.00 
	 $              274,185.00 

	Elections
	 $                  3,915.00 
	 $                    11,000.00 
	 $                11,000.00 

	Voter Registration
	 $                  5,364.00 
	 $                    18,137.00 
	 $                18,137.00 

	Treasurer
	 $                10,220.00 
	 $                    10,580.00 
	 $                10,580.00 

	Selectmen's Office
	 $              461,098.00 
	 $                   501,899.00 
	 $              501,899.00 

	Economic Development
	 $                     600.00 
	 $                         600.00 
	 $                    600.00 

	Ossipee Lake Dam Auth.
	 $                  8,338.00 
	 $                      8,964.00 
	 $                 8,964.00 

	Legal
	 $                30,000.00 
	 $                    30,000.00 
	 $                30,000.00 

	Planning Board
	 $                11,203.00 
	 $                    12,009.00 
	 $                12,009.00 

	ZBA
	 $                  3,643.00 
	 $                      4,001.00 
	 $                 4,001.00 

	Government Buildings
	 $              221,260.00 
	 $                   221,263.00 
	 $              221,263.00 

	Trustee of Trust Funds
	 $                  5,266.00 
	 $                      5,263.00 
	 $                 5,263.00 

	Cemeteries
	 $                25,454.00 
	 $                    28,454.00 
	 $                28,454.00 

	Insurance
	 $              143,193.00 
	 $                   150,118.00 
	 $              150,118.00 

	Police Department
	 $              953,727.00 
	 $                   993,094.00 
	 $              993,094.00 

	Police Special Duty
	 $                25,000.00 
	 $                    25,000.00 
	 $                25,000.00 

	Dog Officer
	 $                12,587.00 
	 $                    12,553.00 
	 $                12,553.00 

	Fire Warden
	 $                20,400.00 
	 $                    20,400.00 
	 $                20,400.00 

	Zoning Officer
	 $                87,252.00 
	 $                    90,386.00 
	 $                90,386.00 

	Highway
	 $           1,236,600.00 
	 $                1,226,050.00 
	 $           1,226,050.00 

	Public Works Director
	 $                96,786.00 
	 $                    99,750.00 
	 $                99,750.00 

	Transfer Station
	 $              440,450.00 
	 $                   462,685.00 
	 $              462,685.00 

	Outside Agencies
	 
	 
	 

	     Agape Food Pantry
	 $                  9,500.00 
	 $                                -   
	 $                           -   

	     Appalachian Mtn. Teen  

     Project
	 $                  1,200.00 
	 $                      1,200.00 
	 $                 1,200.00 

	     CAP
	 $                12,000.00 
	 $                    12,000.00 
	 $                12,000.00 

	     Caregivers of So. Carroll Cty.
	 $                  1,000.00 
	 $                      1,000.00 
	 $                 2,500.00 

	     Carroll County Transit
	 $                  3,000.00 
	 $                      3,000.00 
	 $                 1,500.00 

	     CASA
	 $                            -   
	 $                                -   
	 $                           -   

	     Freedom Food Pantry
	 
	 $                      8,000.00 
	 $                 8,000.00 

	     Kingswood Youth Group
	 $                  3,000.00 
	 $                      3,000.00 
	 $                 3,000.00 

	     Life Bridge – Mentoring
	 $                  5,000.00 
	 $                      5,000.00 
	 $                 5,000.00 

	     LIFE Ministries
	 $                            -   
	 $                      5,000.00 
	 $                 5,000.00 

	     Main Street
	 $                  9,500.00 
	 $                      9,500.00 
	 $                 9,500.00 

	     Medication Bridge
	 $                  2,000.00 
	 $                      2,000.00 
	 $                 2,000.00 

	     Northern Human Services
	 $                  4,425.00 
	 $                      4,425.00 
	 $                 4,425.00 

	     OCC
	 $                18,000.00 
	 $                    18,000.00 
	 $                18,000.00 

	     OCC Day Care
	 $                  6,000.00 
	 $                      6,000.00 
	 $                 6,000.00 

	     Ossipee Children's Fund
	 $                17,500.00 
	 $                    17,500.00 
	 $                17,500.00 

	     Ossipee Historical Society
	 $                  4,000.00 
	 $                      4,000.00 
	 $                 4,000.00 

	     School's Out Program
	 $                  6,000.00 
	 $                    10,000.00 
	 $                10,000.00 

	     Starting Point
	 $                  2,466.00 
	 $                      2,466.00 
	 $                 2,466.00 

	     White Mtn. Comm. Health
	 $                  4,098.00 
	 $                      4,033.00 
	 $                 4,033.00 

	     Wolfeboro VNA
	 $                14,000.00 
	 $                    14,000.00 
	 $                14,000.00 

	Ambulance
	 $              199,992.00
	-
	-

	Emergency Management
	 $                  6,700.00
	 $                      6,700.00
	 $                 6,700.00

	General Assistance
	 $                40,434.00 
	 $                    40,434.00 
	 $                40,434.00 

	Recreation
	 $              157,323.00 
	 $                   156,735.00 
	 $              156,735.00 

	Library
	 $              218,956.00 
	 $                   209,188.00 
	 $              209,188.00 

	Patriotic Purposes
	 $                  1,338.00 
	 $                      1,785.00 
	 $                 1,785.00 

	Conservation Commission
	 $                  6,815.00 
	 $                      5,290.00 
	 $                 5,290.00 

	Long Term Debt-Principle
	 $                            -   
	 $                                -   
	 $                           -   

	Long Term Debt-Interest
	 $                            -   
	 $                                -   
	 $                           -   

	Interest on Line of Credit
	 $                  5,000.00 
	 $                      5,000.00 
	 $                 5,000.00 

	SUBTOTAL
	 $           4,840,192.00 
	 $                4,778,411.00 
	 $           4,778,411.00 

	Water
	 $              233,722.00 
	 $                   237,180.00 
	 $              237,180.00 

	Sewer
	 $              236,268.00 
	 $                   210,979.00 
	 $              210,979.00 

	TOTAL
	 $           5,310,182.00 
	 $                5,226,570.00 
	 $           5,226,570.00 

	AMENDED AMOUNT
	
	
	$            5,238,070.00

	
	
	
	


MOVED AND SECONDED
Each line item was moved and seconded. Questions were asked and answered.

Line item – Carroll County Transit was amended to $3,000.00

Line item – School’s Out Program was amended to $20,000.00

The new total amount for Article #5 after the 2 amendments passed is $5,238,070.00
PASSED AS AMENDED

Article #6  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00) for the repair and improvement of Town Roads. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

DISCUSSED

PASSED AS READ

Article #7  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) to add to the Highway Department's Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0)  (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

DISCUSSED

PASSED AS READ
Article #8  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one hundred sixty-three thousand dollars ($163,000.00) for the purchase of a Six Wheel Plow Truck and authorize the withdrawal of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) from the Highway Department’s Equipment Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose.  The balance of sixty-three thousand dollars ($63,000.00) is to come from general taxation. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

NO DISCUSSION
PASSED AS READ

Article #9 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) for the purpose of Town Building improvements, including but not limited to electrical upgrades to Town Buildings (Town Hall, Highway Garage, Library & Police Station).  (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0)  (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

NO DISCUSSION

PASSED AS READ
Article #10  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty-thousand three hundred seventy dollars ($30,370.00) for the purpose of paying the Ossipee Water System’s bond payment for (1) year. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0)  (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)  
MOVED AND SECONDED

DISCUSSED

PASSED AS READ

Article #11  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) for equipment, repairs, and improvements to the Town Recreation Department and/or facilities.  (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

NO DISCUSSION

PASSED AS READ

Article #12  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of seventy thousand five hundred dollars ($70,500.00) to purchase two police cruisers and equipment. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

NO DISCUSSION

PASSED AS READ
Article #13  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) to be added to the Tax Collector/Town Clerk Computer Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0)  (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

NO DISCUSSION

PASSED AS READ

Article #14  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) to be added to the already established Capital Reserve Account for the purpose of a complete revaluation of the Town in the year 2015. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0)  (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

NO DISCUSSION

PASSED AS READ

Article #15  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) to be added to the already established Benefit Pay Capital Reserve Account. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

NO DISCUSSION
PASSED AS READ

Article #16  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000.00) to be placed in the already established expendable trust fund (Species Control Fund) created for the purpose of preventing and treating milfoil in Ossipee Lake. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

DISCUSSED

PASSED AS READ

Article #17  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of eighty thousand dollars ($80,000.00) for the final payment towards Phase 2 of the Whittier Covered Bridge project. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the project is completed or until December 15, 2015, whichever is sooner. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

DISCUSSED

PASSED AS READ

 Article #18  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of nineteen thousand seventy-five dollars ($19,075.00) for upgrading the computer systems throughout various Town departments and upgrading the data transmission-related wiring throughout the Town Hall. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)
MOVED AND SECONDED

NO DISCUSSION

PASSED AS READ
Articles #19 and #20 were discussed and passed as read at the start of our meeting.
Article #19  To see if the Town will vote to approve the cost item included in the collective bargaining agreement reached between the Town and AFSCME Local #534 which calls for the following increases in salaries and benefits at the current staffing level:




Fiscal Year

Estimated Increase




2014


       $49,909.00




2015


       $60,365.00




2016


       $65,340.00

and further to raise and appropriate the sum of forty-nine thousand nine hundred nine dollars ($49,909.00) for the current fiscal year, such sum representing the additional costs attributable to the increase in salaries and benefits required by the new agreement over those that would be paid at current staffing levels in accordance with the most recent collective bargaining agreement. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 8-0) (Majority vote required)

Article #20  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five hundred sixty-two thousand eight hundred twenty-two dollars ($562,822.00) for contracted ambulance service to be provided by CarePlus/North Conway Ambulance. One hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) of the amount to come from the Town’s unreserved fund balance (surplus), and the remainder of four hundred sixty-two thousand eight hundred twenty-two dollars ($462,822.00) is to come from general taxation. (Recommended by Selectmen 3-0) (Recommended by Budget Committee 7-1) (Majority vote required)
Article #21  To hear reports of agents, auditors, committees, or officers thereof.

Being no other reports or questions, a motion was made to end the meeting and seconded.

At 9:45 PM, Moderator Meserve declared that the meeting was over and thanked all whom attended.

Respectfully submitted,

Kellie J. Skehan

Town of Ossipee

Town Clerk

